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Issues by Marshal Stalin and Addressed to Army General Rokossovsky

Troops of the Central Front, breaking through strongly fortified enemy defence lines in the area of Sevsk by a
decisive attack, on August 30 captured the town of Glukhov and Rylsk and entered the Northern Ukraine.

In the fighting for the liberation of the towns of Sevsk, Glukhov and Rylsk from the German invaders, the troops
which distinguished themselves were Guards tankmen commanded by, Lieutenant-General of Tank Troops
Korchagin, tankmen commanded by Major-General Ruchenko, troops commanded by Lieutenant-General
Cherny-kovsky, Lieutenant-General Batov, and Lieutenant-General of Tank Troops Bogdanov, and airmen
commanded by Lieutenant-General of Aviation Rudenko.

To mark the victory they have won, the divisions and artillery formations which exceptionally distinguished
themselves in the fighting for Glukhov, Rylsk and Sevsk are to have the following titles conferred upon them.
The name of "Glukhov" is to be conferred on the 70th Guards Red Banner Infantry Division, the 226th Infantry
Division, the 23rd Tank Brigade and the 1st Guards Artillery Division.

The name of "Rylsk" is to be conferred on the 121st Infantry Division and the 112th Infantry Division.

The name of "Sevsk" is to be conferred on the 69th Red Banner Infantry Division, the 103rd Tank Brigade, the
43rd Motorized Brigade, the 255th Independent Tank Regiment, the 68th Heavy Artillery Brigade and the 100th
Red Banner Heavy Artillery Brigade.

Henceforth these formations are to be named the 70th Guards Red Banner Glukhov Infantry Division, the 226th
Glukhov Infantry Division, the 23rd Glukhov Tank Brigade, the 1st Glukhov Guards Artillery Division, the 121st
Rylsk Infantry Division, the 112th Rylsk Infantry Division, the 69th Red Banner Sevsk Infantry Division, the
60th Sevsk Infantry Division, the 103rd Sevsk Tank Brigade, the 43rd Sevsk Motorized Brigade, the 255th Sevsk
Independent Tank Regiment, the 68th Sevsk Heavy Artillery Brigade and the 100th Red Banner Sevsk Heavy
Artillery Brigade.

In the name of our country, our capital Moscow will to-day, August 31, at 20.30 Moscow time, salute our
glorious troops who liberated the towns of Glukhov, Rylsk and Sevsk, with twelve artillery salvoes from 124
guns.

For distinguished military services and skilful operations I express my thanks to all troops led by you who have
taken part in the fighting for Sevsk, Glukhov and Rylsk, and above all to the 70th Guards Red Banner Glukhov
Infantry Division commanded by General Butev, the 226th Glukhov Infantry Division commanded by Colonel



Vitrenko, the 1st Guards Glukhov Artillery Division commanded by Major-General of Artillery Godin, the 23rd
Glukhov Tank Brigade commanded by Colonel Demidov, the 121st Rylsk Infantry Division commanded by
Major-General Ladygln, the 112th Rylsk Infantry Division commanded by Colonel Gladkov, the 69th Red
Banner Sevsk Infantry Division commanded by Colonel Kuzadkov, the 60th Sevsk Infantry Division
commanded by. Colonel Babilensky,,. the 103rd Sevsk Tank Brigade commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
Khalayev, the 103rd Sevsk Motorized Brigade commanded Major-General Barinov, the 655th Sevsk Independent
Tank Regiment commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Mukin, the 68th Sevsk Heavy Artillery Brigade commanded
by Lieutenant-Colonel Vassilev, the 100th Red Banner Sevsk Heavy Artillery Brigade commanded by Colonel
Kuznetsov, the 6th. Guards Infantry Division., commanded by Major-General Ahoprienko, the 322nd Infantry
Division commanded by Colonel Losenko, the 150th Independent Tank Brigade commanded by Lieutenant-
General Griumov, the 178th Anti-Tank Artillery Regiment commanded by Colonel Fedov, and air formations
commanded by Major-General of Aviation Denisov, Major-General . of Aviation Antoshin, Major-General of
Aviation Kravatsky, Colonel Komarov and Colonel Budilev.

Eternal glory to the heroes who fell in the fight for the freedom and independence of our Motherland! Death to
the German invaders!

Troops of the western front recently broke through the strongly fortified enemy defence line and, developing
their offensive in the Smolensk direction, yesterday, August 30th, captured the' town of Yelnya, a strategically
important large junction of roads and the most important centre of resistance of the enemy defences in the
Smolensk direction.

In the fighting for the town of Yelnya the following distinguished themselves: Guards tankmen commanded by
Major-General Burdeinov, troops commanded by Lieutenant-General Gordov, by Major-General Krylov, by
Lieutenant-General Trubnikov, airmen commanded by Marshal of Aviation Golovanov and Lieutenant-General
of Aviation Gromov.

To mark the victory won .by our troops at the town of Yelna, the name of Yelna will be conferred on the 29th
Guards Red Banner Infantry Division, the 25th Tank Brigade, the 26th Tank Brigade, the 23rd Guards
Independent Tank Brigade and the 119th Independent Tank Regiment, which distinguished themselves in the
fighting for the town of Yelna. They will henceforth be named the 29th Guards Red Banner Yelna Infantry
Division, the 76th Yelna Infantry Division, the 25th Yelna Tank Brigade, the 26th Yelna Tank Brigade, the 23rd
Guards Yelna Independent Tank Brigade.

In the name of our country, our capital Moscow, to-day, August 31, at 19.00 hours Moscow time, will salute with
twelve artillery salvoes from 124 guns our glorious troops who have won victory at the town of Yelna.

For distinguished military service and skilful manoeuvring I express my thanks to all the troops you command
who participated in ‘ the operations in the Smolensk direction, and above all for the skilful operations by the
29th Guards Red Banner Yelna Infantry Division commanded by Lieutenant-General Stuch-enko, to the 26th
Yelna Infantry Division commanded by Colonel Babayan, the 25th Yelna Tank Brigade commanded by Colonel
Shevchenko, the 26th Yelna Brigade commanded by Colonel Nester-ov, the 23rd Guards Yelna Independent Tank
Brigade commanded by Colonel Kalinin, the 119th Yelna Independent Tank Regiment commanded by'
Lieutenant-Colonel Losik and the 63rd Infantry Division commanded by Colonel Lapkin.

Eternal glory to the heroes who fell in the fight for the freedom and honour of our Motherland! Death to the
German invaders!

(Signed)   STALIN
Supreme Commander-in-Chief

Marshal of the Soviet Union
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